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HASKAP   

The Blue-rrr Berry.
Lonicera caerulea L.



Phytocultures Ltd. 

¸ Apples, Oranges, Strawberries and Blueberries have 

been known for centuries, new varieties of these crops 

are developed regularly.

¸ Can anyone remember when a new kind of fruit was 

discovered or developed?



Phytocultures Ltd.  

Established in 1986 to serve seed potato producers in local and international markets by 

assisting in the establishment and adaptation of non-capital intensive plant tissue culture 

laboratories.

We have conducted commercial projects with Low Bush & High Bush Blueberries, 

Cranberries, Sweet Potatoes, Aquatic Plants, Maritime Wine Grapes and our new 

endeavour is production of Haskap plants under license to the University of Saskatchewan.

We operate from a 3000sqô laboratory located in Charlottetown and have greenhouses and 

variety test plots on a 28 acre site located in Clyde River PEI.

Our specialty is cloning or invitro propagation of plants.



Phytocultures Ltd. Laboratory plants. 

Five varieties are being propagated to 

Meet demands for plants.

2009 will see 50,000 units propagated.



Phytocultures Ltd.  What is HASCAP?

¸ Lonicera caerulea L.; represents a new kind of fruit for 

development in North America.

¸ These plants emerge botanically speaking from the Caprifoliaceae 

family commonly known as honeysuckle family which also includes 

other commercially important winter hardy nursery plants such as:

¸ Lonicera - Honeysuckles (180 species) 

¸ SambucusïElderberries 

¸ Viburnums

¸ Weigelas



Phytocultures Ltd.  What is Haskap? 

óHaskapô is Japanese

and is also known as:

Å Lonicera caerulea L.

Å Blue Honeysuckle 

Å Honeyberry TM 

Å Sweet Berry Honeysuckle 

Å Twin Berry Honeysuckle



Phytocultures Ltd. Commercialization Background

In Japan, Haskap  is a 

unique form of domesticated 

blue honeysuckle ;

(Lonicera caerulea var. emphyllocalyx).

It is native to Hokkaido and 

northern Honshu in Japan, 

and until recently has been 

virtually unknown outside of 

this region.



Phytocultures Ltd. Background

Japanese tamed plants. New variety from breeding program.



Phytocultures Ltd.  Global Distribution

Native Habitat - Boreal Regions.



Phytocultures Ltd. Germplasm sources. 

Blue honeysuckle (Lonicera caerulea L.) 

Lonicera edulis

Lonicera kamtchatica

Lonicera altaica, 

Lonicera boczkarnikovae Russia, 

Lonicera edulis 

Lonicera boczkamikuvae China,

Lonicera emphyllocalyx from Hokkaido, Japan.

Lonicera sp. University of Saskatchewan, Canada



Phytocultures Ltd. Background

Centers of breeding 

and development of 

Haskap.

University of Saskatchewan, 

Dr Bob Bors

Oregon State / USDA Maxine 

Thompson Program 



Phytocultures Ltd. Berry Morphology 


